[Structure and function of P-glycoprotein].
P-glycoprotein is a membrane ATPase transporter responsible for multidrug resistance. Its primary structure is known from cDNA sequencing, but its tri-dimension structure remains hypothetical. Its physiological role in detoxification, as well as its involvement in anticancer drug transport, are no longer questioned, but its molecular mechanism of action remains unknown. It appears likely that it extrudes the drugs laterally, in the plane of the membrane, that several distinct drug or modulator binding sites exist, that its activity is regulated by phosphorylation. Purification and reconstitution of P-glycoprotein will probably allow to better understand its mechanism of action.